
Index of Terms and Concepts for Cultural Studies

Literary Terms

Address (poetry)
	 poetry of Hammon as example of 	 172
Alliteration
	 definition of 	 550
	 example 	 551-51
Allusion
	 definition of 	 129
Anecdote
	 definition of 	 72
Antagonist
	 definition of 	 31
	 in short story 	 31
	 in Sunjata	 53
Anti-Assimilationism
	 Hughes, Evans and 	 572
Antithesis
	 definition of 	 401
Aphorisms
	 definition of 	 72
Apologetics
	 definition of 	 306
Apostrophe (literary)
	 definition of 	 628
	 example 	 629-30
Autobiography
	 and cultural studies 	 69
	 as historical source 	 113
	 characteristics of 	 504
	 definition of 	 515
	 first published African-American 	 54
	 Maya Angelou and 	 504-12
	 narrative and 	 515
	 Olaudah Equiano as example of  

	 autobiographer 	 96
	 purpose of 	 252
Autodidact
	 definition of 	 129
Ballad
	 definition of 	 550
	 example	 553-54
Beats (poetry)
	 in a line 	 581
Blues Poetry
	 Michael Harper and 	 617
	 Jay Wright and 	 630
Catalog (literary)
	 definition of 	 143
Catalog of Abuse	 168
Censor, Censorship
	 definition of 	 486
Character
	 central	 26
	 minor 	 26
Character Education
	 fables used for 	 25

Central Conflict
	 definition of 	 31, 72
	 in short story	 31
	 See also conflict.
Characterization
	 short stories and 	 425
Conflict
	 external	 423
	 internal	 423
	 in The Bouquet 	 423
	 See also central conflict.
Couplet
	 definition of 	 168, 393
Description 
	 in poetry 	 436
Dialect
	 Toni Cade Bambara and 	 671
	 Sterling Brown and 	 407
	 in poetry 	 407
Dramatic irony
	 definition of 	 179
Elizabethan sonnet
	 See Shakespearean sonnet.
Ephemeris
	 definition of 	 150
Epic
	 Aeneid as 	 53
	 characteristics and examples of 	 53
	 definition of 	 46
	 Odyssey as 	 53
	 Sunjata as 	 46-53
Eponym
	 definition of 	 267
Etymology
	 English borrowings from African 

languages 	 6-7
Evidence
	 types of 	 72
	 in essay	 327
Evolution (of poetry)
	 definition and discussion of 	 617
Expository essay
	 definition of 	 503
	 example of 	 485-501
Fables
	 character education and 	 25
	 definition of 	 20, 72
	 morals in 	 25
	 origins of 	 20
Folk crafts
	 for preserving stories	 13
Folk tale
	 African 	 26
	 definition of 	 20
	 motifs in 	 156
Foreshadowing 
	 short stories and 	 423
Free verse poetry

	 description of 	 328, 335, 395, 550
	 examples of (Lucille Clifton) 	 550, 

600-02
	 meter and 	 328
	 rhyme scheme and 	 328
	 Jean Toomer and 	 395
	 Walt Whitman and 	 335
Genre
	 ghost stories as a 	 672
Haiku
	 definition of 	 587
	 example of 	 585, 587
Historical fiction
	 purpose and example of 	 232, 239
Homage (poetry) 	
	 example of 	 545
Hymn
	 example of 	 336
Iambic pentameter
	 definition of 	 353, 395
	 in sonnets	 353
Iambic trimester
	 Lucille Clifton and 	 605
Imagery
	 Appeals to the senses of	 401
	 Rita Dove and 	 606
Imagist poetry
	 definition of 	 594
	 example of 	 595
Implication	 168
Inciting incident
	 definition of 	 31
	 in short story 	 31
Interior monologue
	 definition of 	 702
Irony
	 definition of 	 179, 559
	 Nikki Giovanni and 	 599
	 Wells Brown as example of 	 179
	 See also dramatic irony and verbal irony.
Italian Sonnet
	 definition of 	 399
	 See also sonnet.
Jazz Poetry
	 description of 	 612, 617
	 Michael Harper and 	 612, 617
Juxtaposition
	 in fiction 	 414
	 fiction (short story) and 	 414
Lyric poem
	 definition of  	 436
Lyricism (in poetry)
	 definition of 	 540
	 Robert Hayden and 	 540
Lyricist
	 definition of 	 348
Manifesto
	 definition of 	 436
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Memoir
	 definition of 	 55, 144
	 Equiano’s work as example of 	 54
Metaphor
	 definition of 	 575
	 example of 	 575
Meter
	 definition of 	 328, 395
	 free verse poetry and 	 328
Minimalist (minimalism)
	 in poetry 	 600
Mongraph
	 definition of 	 310
Mood
	 definition of 	 536
	 example of 	 536
	 effect of rhyme scheme and 
		  rhythm on 	 389
	 in Southern Mansion 	 412
Moral (of a fable)
	 definition of 	 20
Motif
	 types of 	 156, 159
Motivation
	 definition of 	 31
	 in short story 	 31
Myth
	 Anansi stories as examples of 	 20
Narrative
	 definition of 	 575
	 autobiography, biography and 	 575
Narrator
	 definition of 	 37
Objective correlative
	 definition of 	 594
Octave
	 definition of 	 399
	 in a sonnet	 390
Onomatopoeia
	 definition of 	 390
	 signification and	 168
Parallelism
	 definition of 	 530
	 example of 	 551-52
	 signification	 168
Paraphrasing
	 definition of 	 72
Parody
	 definition of 	 609
Personal essay
	 definition of 	 200
Personification
	 definition and examples of 	 377
Persuasive essay
	 definition and examples of 	 436
Petrarchan Sonnet
	 See Italian Sonnet.
Plot
	 definition of 	 31
	 example of nonlinear 	 672
Protagonist
	 definition of 	 31

Poetic foot
	 definition of 	 395
Poetic language
	 in fiction	 674
Poetry
	 blues themes and rhythms in 	 360
	 democratic approach to 	 366	

described by Langston Hughes as 	 354
	 experimental 	 336
	 Fenton Johnson and 	 336
	 Gwendolyn Bennet’s use  

	 of language in 	 372
	 as historical commentary 	 546
	 language used in 	 353
	 as social commentary 	322-23, 433, 571
	 style and technique of  

	 Countee Cullen	 379
Point of View
	 in fiction 	 646
Praise Song
	 characteristics of 	 45
	 definition of 	 38, 72
	 in oral epic	 48
	 elements of 	 75
Present tense	 662
	 in fiction	 671
Protagonist
	 definition of 	 26
Protest poem
	 example of 	 336, 338
	 Countee Cullen and 	 384, 387
Proverb
	 definition of 	 8, 72
Psalm
	 definition of 	 129
Pun			  168
	 definition of 	 549
Punctuation (poetry)
	 Eloise Greenfield and 	 576
Purpose
	 in autobiographical writing	 103
Quatrain
	 definition of 	 371
Repetition (poetry)
	 example of 	 551-52
	 Eloise Greenfield and 	 576
	 signification and	 168
	 of words and phrases in 	 550
Resolution 
	 definition of 	 31
Reversal
	 in trickster tales	 160
Rhetoric
	 definition of 	 143, 150, 516, 522
	 Banneller as example of 	 150
Rhyme Scheme
	 changes over the course of a poem	 588
	 definition of 	 328, 393
	 free verse poetry and 	 328
	 sonnets and 	 399

Rhyming couplet
	 definition of 	 168, 581
	 See also couplet.
Rhythm (poetry)
	 Rita Dove and 	 606
Rule of Threes	 156, 159
Sentimentalism
	 definition of 	 290, 562
Sestet
	 of a sonnet	 390
Setting	
	 definition of 	 31
	 use of details and 	 661
Shakespearean sonnet
	 definition of 	 399
	 Yet Do I Marvel as a 	 384-85 
See also sonnet
Short story (form)
	 Bambara and 	 662
	 The Bouquet as example of 	 415
	 characterization in 	 425
	 conflict and 	 423
	 elements of 	 31, 425
	 plot in 	 425
	 settings in 	 425
	 See also central confict.
Show don’t tell
	 in fiction writing	 661
Signification	 168
Simile
	 definition and example of 	 575
Slam poetry
	 definition of 	 612
	 signification in 	 168
Slave narrative
	 Frederick Douglass and 	 114
	 Harriet Jacobs and 	 130-40
Social commentary
	 in poetry	 433, 571
Sonnet
	 definition and elements of 	 390
	 examples of 	 555
	 Claude McKay and 	 348-49, 351
	 meter of 	 353
	 types of 	 399
Speaker (of a poem)
	 definition of 	 407
Standard English
	 James Weldon Johnson and 	 328
Stanza
	 definition of 	 371
Story
	 minor characters in 	 26
	 motivation of characters in 	 26
	 protagonist in 	 26
	 theme of 	 26
	 See also Short story
Stressed syllable
	 iambic pentameter and 	 395
Structure (in poetry)
	 meaning and 	 558
Sturm and Drang
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	 definition of	 274
Symbol
	 definition of 	 413
Symbolism
	 Toni Morrison and 	 675
	 in poetry 	 413
Synecdoche	
	 definition of 	 265
Theme
	 definition of 	 26, 31, 549
Thesis
	 in essay form 	 321
Tone
	 definition of 	 36, 37, 556
	 Rita Dove and 	 606
	 Paul Laurence Dunbar and 	 323
	 effect of rhyme scheme and  

	 rhythm on 	 389
Trickster tale
	 definition of 	 160
	 reversal in 	 160
	 example of 	 160-62
Trickster
	 common names and types of 	 160
	 Hermes as 	 19
	 Jack as 	 19
Unstressed syllable
	 iambic pentameter and 	 395
Verbal irony
	 definition of 	 179, 599
Vernacular
	 definition of 	 144
	 in literature 	 632
	 Zora Neale Hurston and 	 426
	 Mark Twain and 	 426
	 Richard Wright and 	 632
Villanelle
	 definition of 	 606
	 example of 	 607

Writing Exercises and Strategies

Biography (assignment)	 313
Character analysis (assignment)	 645
Character development (analysis)	 661
Comparison/Contrast Essay  

(assignment)	 702
Conflict (assignments)	 423, 655
Critical Reading (assignment)	 702
Dialect
	 writing in	 328
Dialogue
	 conventions for writing	 32
Essay form (assignment)	 327
	 definition of	 274
	 body of	 321
	 conclusion of	 321
	 evidence in	 327
	 introduction of	 321
	 See also: comparison/contrast, 

expository, opinion, personal, and 
persuasive essays

Expository essay (assignments)	 503, 521, 
702

Haiku (assignments)	 587, 702
Interior monologue (assignment)	 702
Journal (assignment)	 605
Letter writing (assignment)	 200
Lyric poem (assignment)	 436
Main idea
	 in expository essays	 503
Manifesto (assignment)	 436
Opinion essay (assignments)	 191, 521
	 strategies for writing an	 191
Personal essay (assignment)	 259
Persuasive essay (assignment)	 436
Persuasive writing
	 autobiography and	 103
Poetry (writing assignments)	557, 581, 605
Present tense (assignment)	 671
Proverbs
	 writing and	 13
Reading Poetry (assignment)	 557
	 Definition and discussion of	 389
	 Examples of:
		  The Bean Eaters	 567
		  For My People	 557
		  Heritage	 38271
		  Map of the New World: 

	     I Archipelagoes	 627
		  Nikki Rosa	 599
		  Parsley	 611
Research (writing assignments)	 639, 702
	 history and	 185
	 Library of Congress and	 639
	 sharecropping and	 637
Setting (assignment)	 661
Short story (assignments)	 436, 671
	 characterization in	 425
	 conflict and	 423
	 elements of	 31, 425
	 plot in	 31, 425
	 protagonist in	 31
	 resolution and	 31
	 setting in	 31, 425
	 theme and	 31
Show don’t tell!	 661

Speaking and Listening

Agenda
	 definition and use of 	 71
Audience
	 in communications triangle	 70
Body language
	 in public speaking 	 199
Cadence
	 in poetry recitation	 593
Communication
	 problems in 	 70
Communications triangle
	 analyzing communications with	 70-71
	 audience in 	 70-71
	 code in 	 70-71

	 communicator in 	 70-71
	 message in 	 70-71
	 problems in 	 70-71
Constructive speech
	 See debate.
Debate
	 definition of 	 700-701
	 elements of 	 700-701
	 rules of 	 700-701
	 format of 	 700-701
	 assignment	 700-701
Discussion
	 rules for	 70-71
	 poetry and	 389
Evidence
	 debate and 	 701
	 See also debate.
Facial expressions
	 in public speaking 	 199
Oral tradition
	 definition of 	 19
	 in Africa	 3
	 storytelling in 	 37
	 trickster tales and 	 160
Orature
	 definition of 	 13
Oratory
	 Frederick Douglass and	 122-27
	 Sojourner Truth and	 144
	 Martin Luther King and 	 522
Pace
	 definition of 	 37
Pitch	
	 definition of 	 37, 198
Proximity
	 in public speaking 	 199
Public speaking 
	 body language and	 199
	 facial expression and 	 199
	 tone and 	 199
	 stress (of syllables) and 	 199
	 See also speech.
Rebuttal speech
	 See debate.
Rogerian Listening
	 for effective communication	 71
Storytelling
	 history and types of 	 37
	 in Africa	 14
	 pace in 	 37
	 pitch in 	 37
	 technique for 	 32
	 tone in 	 37
	 vocal quality in 	 37
	 volume in 	 37
Stress
	 in speech	 199
Toast
	 definition of 	 168
Tone
	 in public speaking 	 199
	 change of (in poetry recitation) 	 593
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Vocal quality
	 definition of 	 37
Volume
	 definition of 	 37, 198
Speech (speech giving)
	 audience and 	 434
	 delivery of 	 434
	 W.E.B. DuBois as example of 	 278-81
	 giving a 	 434
	 Wynton Marsales and 	 528
	 memorization method and 	 435
mode of 	 434
	 notes method and 	 435
	 occasion and 	 434
	 preparation for 	 435
	 purpose of 	 434
	 rehearsing for 	 435
	 selecting a topic for 	 434
	 tone of 	 434
	 topic for 	 200

Drama

Autobiography
	 dramatization of 	 515
Blocking (in drama)
	 definition of	 699
	 activity	 699
Choreopoem
	 definition of 	 696
	 example of 	 697
Drama
	 stage directions in 	 515
	 dialogue in 	 515
	 writing conventions in 	 515
	 Raisin in the Sun and 	 515
	 writing activity for 	 515
	 reading activity 	 695
	 as story telling 	 37
Dramatic interpretation 
	 definition of 	 37, 198
Dramatization
	 definition of 	 515
	 autobiography and 	 515
Motivation (in drama)
	 definition of 	 695
	 activity 	 695
Oral performance
	 Sonia Sanchez and 	 582
Oral tradition
	 performance in 	 32
Reader’s theater
	 definition of 	 37, 113, 198
Stage directions
	 definition of 	 515
	 dramatization of 	 515

Music and Dance

(Terms for types of music, such as blues 
and soul jazz, can be found in the Subject 
Index.–Ed.)

AABA structure
	 in jazz songs	 704
Acapella
	 definition of 	 455
Arpeggios
	 definition of 	 459
Blues
	 blue notes and	 402
	 content of	 439
	 defined and analyzed	 439-75
	 Billie Holiday and	 583
	 instruments of	 442, 443
	 notable artists of	 443-47
	 origins of	 402
	 scale of	 441, 442
	 structure of	 439-41
	 styles and geography of	 443
Blues scale
	 definition and diagram of 	 441-42
Bridge (jazz) 	 704
Classic blues	 450
Call and response
	 12-bar blues and 	 440
Delta blues	 443
Electric blues	 717
Funk		  729
Gospel	 454-459
Gospel blues	 454, 455
Head (jazz) 	 704
Hip hop	 731-732
Improvisation 
	 in dance	 79
	 in jazz	 704-705
Jazz
	 bebop style in	 705-709
big bands and	 704
Dixieland style in	 464
	 cool style in	 711
	 free style in	 712, 715
	 funerals and	 461
	 fusion style in	 715, 717
	 history of	 460-69
	 hard bop style in	 715-716
	 hot style in	 711
	 idioms of	 715
	 improvisation in	 704-705
	 origin of name	 7
	 modal style in	 712
	 polyrhythms and syncopation in 	 82
	 standards in	 704-705
	 soul style in	 715-716
	 swing style in	 704-705
Jump blues	 454, 717
Lyrics
	 assignment for writing of 	 436
Nonet (jazz)
	 definition of 	 707
Piano blues	 717
Piedmont blues	 443
Polyrhythm
	 definition of 	 76

Quintet
	 definition of 	 707
Trio
	 definition of 	 707
R & B	719
Rap music	 731
Rhythm changes
	 in jazz	 	

705
Rockabilly	 720
Rock ’n’ Roll	 719
Signification 
	 in rap music 	 731
Soloing
	 and jazz 	 704-705
Syncopation
	 definition of 	 76
Tonic (in blues)
	 definition of 	 402
Twelve-bar Blues
	 definition of 	 439

Art

Abstract expressionism	762, 800, 830, 832, 
836

Abstraction	 786, 810
African sculpture	
Art Deco	 750
Background	 754
Barbizon School	 742
Chiaroscuro	 744
Classical Age	 740
Collage	 816, 818, 820
Color	 812
Color field painting	 804, 812, 826
Color palette	 824
Composition	 766
Constructionism	 802
Cubism	 768, 816, 822
Desaturation	 764
Expressionism	 746, 786
Figurative expressionism	 836
Foreground	 754
Impasto	 786
Impressionism	 768
Landscape	 742
Line	 812
Linocut	 776
Minimalism	 746, 772
Monochromatic	 810
Mosaic	 804
Négritude	 770
Neoclassicism	 740, 790
Outsider Art	 782
Parody	 762
Perspective	 784
Physiognomy	 756
Pop Art	 812
Primary colors	 828
Primitive art	 782
Realism	 788
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Representation	 762
Romantic	 742
Rule of thirds	 766
	 Sargent Claude Johnson and	 760
Saturation	 764
Seascape	 834
Shape		  812
Social realism	 796, 798, 822
Stylization	 760
Surrealism	 836
Symbolism	 798
Symmetry	 794
Terra cotta	 790
Value		  744, 766, 812

Common Literary Allusions, 
Phrases, and Interesting 
Etymologies

(Students can expect to encounter these again 
at some point in their reading lives. 
All allusions are defined in footnotes or 
texts of Grace Abounding. Numerous 
scriptural references appear throughout 
the book and are footnoted and cited 
wherever they appear. This index can be 
used as the basis of a number of language 
arts exercises in the classroom. –Ed.)

Aesop
	 allusion to	 261
Africanisms (in English language)	 6-7
Allusion
	 definition of	 129
Boycott
	 etymology of	 267
Buck and wing	 215
Canaan
	 as literary allusion	 273
Essay
	 etymology of	 503
Etymology
	 definition of	 6
	 of Africanisms	 6
Gettysburg Address
	 quoted	 536
Growing in grace
	 as common phrase	 256
Gumbo yaya
	 definition of	 614
Hansel and Gretel
	 allusion to	 666
Idols of the tribe
	 explanation and origin of	 295
Israel		  129
Jerusalem	 124, 129
Lynch
	 possible etymologies of	 267
Mumbo jumbo
	 definition of	 541
Narcissa
	 allusion to	 564

Nightingale
	 defined, as common image	 564
“Of the people, by the people, for the 

people”
	 source of	 536
Second-sight
	 origin of term	 270
Seraphic Choir
	 allusion to	 397
Sirens 		
	 allusion to	 189
Sisyphus 	
	 allusion to	 385
Sold down the river
	 origin of phrase	 195
Tantalus	 385
Three norns	 291
Zion		  124, 129

Scriptural References

Acts 17:26	 67
Apostle Paul	 517
Daniel		 202
Egyptian captivity	 204
Genesis (The Creation and)	 507
Hebrew prophets	 517
Holy Ghost	 203
Jordan River	 203
Lamb of God	 108
Moses		 204
A Love Supreme (by John Coltrane)	 713
Luke 12:47	 107
Mark 10:31	 108
Matthew 5:13	 690
Proverbs 15:1	 257
Psalm 137:1-6	 124
Promised Land	 204
Sermon on the Mount	 382
Serpent (Genesis)	 108
I Thessalonians 4:16	 281
Revelations 8:2-11:15	 281
Zion		  124,129
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