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Myths
	 Anansi stories as examples of	 14
NAACP
	 See National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People
Namibia
	 location of	 4
National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People
	 Birth of a Nation and	 347
	 development of	 223
	 W. E. B. DuBois as 	

	 a founder of	 277, 278
	 Medgar Evers and	 522
	 founding of	 230
	 Angelina Grimké and	 347
	 James Weldon Johnson as general
	 	 secretary of	 335
	 Arthur Schomburg and	 313
	 Ida B. Wells as a founder of	 267
National Association of Colored Women
	 founding of	  230
Nation of Islam	 483, 500, 503, 571
	 founding of	 483
	 Sonia Sanchez and	 582
National Convention of Gospel Choirs 

and Choruses	 458
National Urban League
	 founding of	  230
 Nation Magazine
	 George Schuyler and	 314
	 Langston Hughes and	 314
Native Americans
	 Arawak Indians	 89
	 Carib Indians	 89
	 Hampton Institute and	 251
	 Richard Mayhew and	 832
	 the poetry of	 177
Négritude
	 as cultural movement	 771
Negro-Art Hokum
	 summarized	 314
Negro spirituals
	 self-respect inherent in	 290-301

Netherlands Antilles
	 Anansi stories in	 14
The New Leader	 516
The New Negro
	 Harlem Renaissance and	 229, 290
	 quoted	 229
	 Charles White and	 822
New Orleans
	 Dixieland Jazz and	 464
	 Romare Bearden and	 821
	 Hurricane Katrina and	 528-37
	 Jazz Funerals and	 460-62
	 Jazz Music and	 460-62
	 Wynton Marsalis and	 528-39
	 slavery in	 195
	 storyville and	 461
	 Margaret Walker and	 551
New Orleans Tribune 
	 begins publication	 229
Newton, John
	 Amazing Grace and	 103
New World
	 music in	 202
	 slavery in	 86, 89, 91
New York
	 abolishment of slavery in	 91
New York City
	 draft riots	 229
	 Great Migration and	 219
New York Public Library
	 as cultural center	 221
	 as home of Schomburg Collection	 221
	 Arthur Schomburg and	 304
	 Speaker’s Corner and	 221
Ngara
	 definition of	 53
Ngoni (instrument)
	 description of	 501
	 use by griots of	 46
Niagara Movement
	 Du Bois as a founder of	 277
	 founding of	 278-83
Nietzche, Friedrich	 493
Niger
	 location of	 4
Nigeria
	 involvement in slave trade	 96
	 location of	 4
	 proverbs from	 10
Nobody Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen
	 as example of spiritual	 206
Nonviolence
	 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and	 521
Normal school
	 definition of	 254
North Star
	 as orientation for freedom	 205
The North Star

	 as abolitionist publication	 143
	 founding of	 114, 122, 127, 129
	 Frederick Douglass and	 186
Northwest Ordinance of 1787
	 and the abolishing of slavery	 91
Nyame
	 as sky god	 9, 15
Oberlin College
	 Fanny Coppin and	 259
	 as early racially integrated school	 121
Occident
	 definition of and etymology of	 492
Orient
	 definition of and etymology of	 492
Occum, Samson (Mohegan Indian poet)
	 writings of	 177
Odyssey
	 Derek Walcott and	 618, 624
	 hero in	 53
Okeh Records	 464
Olduvai Gorge
	 human fossils from	 2
Olmstead, Frederick	 490
On Black Art: Mute Matter Given Force 

and Function	 483
Opportunity magazine
	 Countee Cullen and	 221
	 founding of	 231
	 Langston Hughes and	 360
	 Helene Johnson and	 401
Organization of Afro-American Unity
	 founding of	 503
Outlaw songs
	 history of	 212-13
	 Po’ Lazarus as example of	 212-13
Oxford Oath
	 definition of	 534
Pan-Africanism
	 Wilmont Blyden and	 309
	 Marcus Garvey and	 483
Parchman Farm
	 as historic blues locale	 447
Paris Peace Conference of 1919
	 results of	 284
Pearl Primus Dance Language Institute
	 founding of	 474
Pearson’s magazine
	 Frank Harris and	 348
Peg Leg Joe
	 as Underground Railroad 	

	 conductor	 205
Pennsylvania
	 the abolishment of slavery in	 91
Petrarch, Franćesco
	 Sonnet and	 399
P-Funk	 729

887



Phillips, Wendell
	 praised	 281
	 as prominent white abolitionist	 308
Piano blues	 717
Picasso, Pablo
	 Cubism and	 816
Piedmont blues	 443
Pigeon wing (dance)	 470
Plantation Life
	 in the U.S.	 92, 93
Plessy v. Ferguson
	 date of ruling	 230
	 establishing doctrine of “separate	

but equal”	 223, 228
Po’ Lazarus
	 as an example of outlaw song	 212-213
Poe, Edgar Allan	 186
Polytheism
	 in Egypt	 38, 41
Popping (dance)	 734
Post, Amy
	 abolitionist activities of	 123, 143
Post, Isaac
	 abolitionist activities of	 122
Portugal
	 slave trade and	 89
Praise names
	 in West African praise poems	 72
Principles of Ethnology
	 public reception of	 309
Prohibition	 534
	 and jazz music	 464
Proverbs
	 African	 8-13
Publishing
	 prejudice in	 87, 114, 186, 197
Pygmies (ethnic group)	 3
Quakers	 122
Queen of Sheba
	 descendents of	 310
Quicksilver
	 definition of	 666
R & B
	 See Rhythm and Blues
Race records	 450
Racism
	 desegregation and	 525
Ragtime
	 Romare Bearden and	 820, 821
	 history of	 459, 460
Rap music	 731
	 signification in	 168
Reconstruction
	 Charles Chesnutt and	 414
	 introduced	 218
Reconstruction Era
	 music of	 202-213

Red Ball Express
	 in World War II	 478
Red Summer of 1919
	 Claude McKay and	 348
Religion
	 Animism	 768
	 Buddhism	 834
	 during slavery era	 202-206
	 in Egypt	 38
	 liberation theology and	 206
	 monotheism	 38
	 polytheism	 38
	 Quakers	 122
	 Totemism	 814
Renaissance man or woman
	 Gwendolyn Bennett as	 375
	 Leonardo da Vinci as	 375
Rennie Harris Puremovement  

Company	 734
Rent party	 453
Republic of Hayti
	 See Haiti
Revolution of 1876
	 alluded to	 273
	 ramifications of	 277
	 See also Compromise of 1877
Revolutionary War	 152
Rhythm and blues
	 John Coltrane and	 713
	 early forms of	 719
	 origins of	 719
Rhythms
	 in African music	 76
Richmond Theological Seminary
	 as early all-black college	 228
Ring dance	 470
	 definition of	 214
Ring shout (dance)
	 definition of	 214
Rite of passage
	 definition of	 72
River Jordan
	 as symbol	 204
Rivera, Diego
	 influence on John Biggers	 798
	 influence on Rex Goreleigh	 828
Rockabilly	 720
Rock ’n’ roll
	 early forms of	 719
Rochester, New York
	 abolitionism and	 122, 129, 143
Romantic poets
	 influence of	 341
Roosevelt, President Franklin D.
	 as depicted in the art of 
	 	 William H. Johnson	 785
Roosevelt, President Theodore	 160
	 lobbied by Civil Rights activists	 278

Run DMC	 732
Rwanda
	 location of	 4
Sacco and Vanzetti
	 compared to Scottsboro Nine	 389
	 summary of	 387
Sahara Desert
	 as geographical region	 5
Sahel	
	 as geographical region	 5
Sanctified singing
	 history of	 457
St. Domingue
	 slave trade and	 89
	 slavery in	 91
Sao Tome & Principe
	 location of	 4
Savage Studio Arts and Crafts	 790
	 founding of	 756
Savoy Ballroom
	 Harlem landmark	 221
Schopenhauer	 493
Sciences
	 African-American 	

contributions 	 150-53, 155, 195, 628
Scott, Dred
	 See Dred Scott v. Sanford
Scottsboro Nine
	 trial of	 384, 387
	 Sacco and Vanzetti and	 384, 387
Second Great Awakenings
	 history of	 121
Seeger, Alan
	 Countee Cullen and	 389
Segregation
	 armed forces and	 478
	 Lorraine Hansberry and	 676
Senegal
	 Lois Mailou Jones and	 770, 771
	 location of	 4
	 modern dance and	 735
Senghor, Léopold Sédar
	 Lois Mailou Jones and	 771
Senufo (ethnic group)	 3
Separate but Equal Doctrine
	 Civil Rights and	 479
	 effects of	 219
The Sequence	 732
761st Tank Battalion
	 all-black military unit	 478
Seychelles
	 location of	 4
Shakespeare, William
	 Macbeth alluded to	 272
	 words invented by	 353
	 writings of	 507
Sharecropping
	 Elizabeth Catlett and	 808
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	 history of	 222, 227, 632, 	
	 637, 639, 655

	 Alice Walker and	 655
	 Richard Wright and	 636
Shaw, George Bernard
	 Claude McKay and	 353
Shaw, Robert Gould
	 praised	 281
Shekere (instrument)
	 description of	 80
Sheridan, Richard Brinsley
	 Irish independence	 117
Sherman, William Tecumseh	 637
Shirley Temple	 472
Sierra Leone
	 Paul Cuffee and	 308
	 Samuel Crowther and	 308
	 location of	 4
	 proverb from	 10
Slam poets
	 African-American music and	 736
Slave narrative
	 definition of	 114
Slavery
	 abolition in Europe	 93
	 abolition of	 91, 94
	 music and	 93
	 African religions and	 3
	 folklore and	 93
	 fugitives from	 93-4
	 historical background of	 88-94
	 housing and	 93
	 images of trade	 89
	 oral traditions and	 3
	 purchasing freedom from	 93
	 rebellion against	 104
	 religion and	 93, 202-206
Slave trade
	 abolition of	 122
	 history of	 86, 89-90
Sledge, Percy	 725, 726
Sly and the Family Stone	 725
Smokey Robinson and the Miracles	 722
Smooth jazz	 715, 717
Socrates	 216, 519
Soft shoe (dance)
	 definition of	 472
Somalia
	 location of	 4
	 proverb from	 10
Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child
	 as example of spiritual	 202
Soul jazz	 715, 716
South Africa
	 location of	 4
South America
	 slavery in	 91
South Carolina

	 slavery in	 92
Southern Christian Leadership 

Conference	 593
The Souls of Black Folk
	 summary of	 268
Spain
	 wealth of	 179
	 slave trade and	 89
Spanish-American War
	 begins	 230
Spelman College
	 founding of	 230
Spinoza, Baruch	 494
Spiral Group	 832
	 Romare Bearden as 	

	 founder of	 818
Spiritual
	 definition of	 203
	 Fisk University Singers and	 455
	 Follow the Drinking Gourd 	

	 as example of	 205
	 Go Down, Moses as example of	 204
	 history of	 202-06
	 Swing Low, Sweet Chariot 	

	 as example of	 203
Stagger Lee	 448
	 explanation of	 447-48
	 as portrayed by Frederick Brown	 831
Stanton, Elizabeth Cady
	 women’s rights activities of	 149
The Staple Singers	 726
Steam calliope
	 jazz music and	 463
Stowe, Harriet Beecher
	 as prominent white abolitionist	 308
	 Uncle Tom and	 495
Strange Fruit
	 choreography of 	

	 Pearl Primus and	 474
	 lyrics of	 467
Strivers’ Row
	 Harlem neighborhood	 221
Strut (dance)	 470
Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

Committee (SNCC)
	 Hansberry and	 695
Sudan
	 as geographical region	 5
	 location of	 4
	 in slave trade	 89
Sugarcane
	 in the poetry of Rita Dove	 607
The Sugarhill Gang	 731
Summer, Charles
	 as prominent white abolitionist	 308
	 praised	 281
Sundiata Keita	 46
	 See Sunjata Keita	
Sunjata Keita (epic)

	 selection from	 46-53
Supreme Court
	 desegregation of public institutions 

and	 525
Suriname
	 Anansi stories in	 14
Swaziland
	 location of	 4
Swing dance
	 history of	 470
Swing era
	 Louis Armstrong and	 465, 466
Swing jazz
	 about	 704-05
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
	 as an example of spiritual	 203
Talking animals
	 origins in Animism and Totemism	 20
Talking drums
	 description of	 80
Tap dance	 734-35
	 history of	 470-72
	 definition of	 470
	 in slavery and Reconstruction eras	 215
Tappan, Lewis
	 as prominent white abolitionist	 308
Tanzania	 494
	 location of	 4
	 proverb from	 10
Temperance Movement
	 definition of	 121
	 Frances Harper and	 185
Temptations	 722
Tengu
	 as trickster	 19
Theater Owners Booking 
	 Association	 449-50
Thirteenth Amendment to the 

Constitution
	 impact of	 94, 121
	 ratified	 229
370th Infantry Regiment
	 as all-black military unit	 478
367th Infantry Regiment
	 action in France	 341
Thumb piano
	 See mbira	 80
Tin Pan Alley
	 jazz music and	 466
Togo
	 location of	 4
Totemism
	 clan values and	 24
Irene Clark and	 814
	 definition of	 20
Tower of Power	 729
Treaty of Versailles
	 purpose of	 284
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Triangle Trade
	 definition of	 89
	 image of	 90
Trickster
	 Anansi as example of	 14
	 definition and examples of	 19
	 hare as	 26
	 signifying monkey as 	

	 example of	 168-70
	 turtle as	 26
Trujillo, Rafael	 606
Truman, President Harry S.	 479
Tshiluba
	 as ethnic group	 6
Tulane	 528, 531
Tunisia	
	 location of	 4
Turkey trot (dance)	 470
Tuskegee Airmen
	 all-black military units	 478
Tuskegee Institute	 546
	 Dr. George Washington 	

	 Carver and	 784-85
	 as early all-black college	 228
	 founding of	 230
	 Claude McKay and	 353
	 Robert R. Moton and	 303
	 religious music and	 456
	 Booker T. Washington 	

	 as principal of	 251
Tuskegee model
	 W.E.B. Du Bois as critic of	 228
	 industrial education and	 228
	 See also Booker T. Washington
Twain, Mark
	 as social commentator	 229
Udu pot (instrument)
	 description of	 801
Uganda
	 location of	 4
Umuduri (instrument)
	 description of	 801
Uncle Tom
	 as derogatory term	 495
Underground Railroad	 576
	 description of	 93, 121, 204, 205
	 Frederick Douglas and	 129
	 Robert Hayden and	 540
	 Harriet Tubman and	 93, 232, 579
UNIA
	 See United Negro Improvement 

	 Association
United Negro Improvement Association
	 first convention of	 231
	 founding of, mission of	 289
Urban Bush Women	 735
Urban League
	 Arthur Schomburg and	 313
Van Gogh, Vincent

	 quote by	 786
Vanity Fair
	 Helene Johnson and	 401
Vaudeville
	 history of	 448-50
Vicksburg
	 Battle of	 415
Victorian Era	 509
Vietnam War	 572, 573, 646
	 armed forces and	 479
	 segregation during	 479
Virginia
	 indentured servants in	 91
Virginia Essence (dance)	 471
Wallace, George C.	 525
Webster, Noah	 119
Well, My Hammer
	 as example of work song	 207
West Africa
	 folklore of	 168
	 griots of	 46, 198
	 location of	 14
	 map of (1606)	 57
	 slavery and	 86
	 as source of slaves in Americas	 14
	 storytelling in	 14
	 textiles of	 826
Western Sahara
	 location of	 4
Whitman, Walt
	 Hughes’s response to	 366, 369
Whittier, John Greenleaf	 186
Wisdom
	 definition of	 8
	 legendary origin of	 8-12
Wolof (ethnic group)	 3, 6
Women’s rights movement
	 Akron Convention and	 144
	 Frances Gage and	 144
	 Frances Harper and	 185
	 in the ’60s and ’70s	 572
	 Harriet Jacobs and	 145
	 Georgia Douglas Johnson and	 342
	 Lucretia Mott and	 149
	 Alice Dunbar Nelson and	 342
	 Elizabeth Cady Stanton and	 144, 149
	 Sojourner Truth and	 149
	 Alice Walker and	 655
	 Angelina Weld Grimké and	 342
Women’s Suffrage Movement
	 definition of	 121
	 See also Women’s Rights
Work songs
	 definition of	 207
	 history of	 207-212
	 Long John as an example of	 208
	 nature of	 390

Works Progress Administration
	 Charles Alston and	 806
	 Aaron Douglas and	 748
	 images from	 95, 134, 137
	 Charles Sallee and 	 766
	 Dorothy West and	 645
	 See also Federal Writers’ Project
World War I
	 African Americans in	 231
	 “The Buffaloes” and	 336
	 Great Migration and	 219
	 social changes caused by	 220
	 relation to World War II	 478
	 women’s rights and	 342
World War II
	 causes and effects	 478
	 evolution of blues and	 717
	 Gordon Parks and	 778-81
Xalam (instrument)
	 description of	 81
	 use by griots of	 46
Xhosa (language)
	 Ntozake Shange and	 699
Yoruba
	 proverbs of	 10
	 as ethnic group	 6, 63
Zambia
	 location of	 4
Zar
	 proverbs of	 10
Zimbabwe
	 location of	 4
Zion
	 as symbol of promised land	 124, 129
Zionism
	 definition of	 300
Zulu (ethnic group)	 3
Zulu (language)	
	 Ntozake Shange and	 699
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