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Moving On Up! Implementing Core Knowledge At The 
Middle School Level 
Grade Levels:  6th, 7th, and 8th    Administrators and Teachers 
Presented by:   Bob Matthews, North Elementary School, Lancaster, Ohio 
 

I. ABSTRACT 
There are many issues that must be considered when implementing the Core 
Knowledge curriculum in a middle school or junior high setting. This presentation 
will identify and address those issues by sharing my experiences in this process when 
the sequence was expanded to include seventh and eighth grade at my school. I will 
also use my experiences as a consultant to provide information and examples from 
other schools. I will discuss specific topics that deal with factors which may help or 
hinder implementation of the sequence, such as: schedules, staff utilization, middle 
school concept vs. junior high organization, cross teaming situations, how 
exploratory, special education, and activities’ teachers fit in, resources, integrating 
state frameworks, staff development, and many other ideas and suggestions to assist 
you in the implementation process. 
 

II. Organization and Philosophy of the School 
A.  Middle School Concept 

1. Block and/or flexible block schedule  
2. Students are grouped heterogeneously into families or teams 
3. Teachers are assigned to one group or team of students 
4. Students see the academic teachers in their team only, plus specialists  
5. Teachers have one or two teaching preparations per day 
6. Teachers have common planning time with their team daily, or on a 

regular basis 
7. Most specialists see students from more than one grade level, or group, 

daily 
8. Emphasis is placed on addressing the needs of each group, with as 

much attention as possible to meeting individual needs. 
9. Emphasis is placed on teachers meeting academic needs by having a 

daily team plan of academics in which connections are made across the 
curriculum often, and integration of the disciplines is encouraged. 

10. Class periods vary in length, from 40 minutes to 90 minutes. They may 
change from one day to the next, based on decisions made by the team 
of teachers. 

B. Junior High School 
1. Students’ schedules are arranged so that they are not in classes with the 

same group of students each period, or portion of the day. 
2. Class periods are usually 40-48 minutes in length every day. 
3. Teachers may teach more than one grade level and three or more 

subjects each day 
4. Teacher planning time varies by teacher, with few opportunities to plan 

with other teachers at their grade level. Teacher planning time is 
usually limited to one period per day of approximately 45 minutes in 
length 

5. Teachers have little or no opportunity to extend their class period or to 
change the daily schedule when needed. 
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C. Philosophy 
1. What is your purpose 
2. Academic standards, expectations 
3. What are you willing to sacrifice? 
4. How far will you go to achieve your expectations? 
 

III. Establishing a Clear Vision  
A. What do you want to accomplish? 
B. Staff buy-in, how to get everyone involved, and ownership of the curriculum 
C. Who will be the leader and how will he/she lead? 

1. Who will be the key players? 
2. What will be their roles? 

D. Identifying and overcoming obstacles 
1. Staff development 
2. Funding your needs, creative budgeting, pulling money 

out of the hat 
3. Working with those who are allergic to change 
4. Getting central office on board 
5. Parent buy-in and support 
6. Being the instructional leader 
 

IV. State Standards / Frameworks, Local Objectives 
A. Where are they? What are they? What are you going to do with them? 

1. Identify all of the standards and make sure all teachers are on the same 
page at every grade level 

2. Determine which learning outcomes are to be taught at every grade 
level 

B. How do they fit into the core knowledge curriculum? 
1. Are they aligned with, or connected to the content? 
2. If not, do I leave out any of the core knowledge or state standards to 

teach the Core Knowledge content? 
C. How is integration of the standards and core knowledge content possible? 
D. What are teachers to do if the content and standards do not match at every      

grade? 
1. Vertical Alignment – Plan across grade levels  
2. Horizontal Alignment – Plan across the disciplines 

E. Connecting instruction and assessment…if you change what you teach and   
how you teach, you will need to change what you assess and how you assess. 

1. Take students to a higher level of thinking…Bloom’s Taxonomy 
2. Use a variety of teaching and assessment strategies  
 

V. How to include Special Education and the Specialist Teachers in the Core 
Knowledge Curriculum 
A. Establish a month-by-month plan for every subject 
B. Start by making one or two connections across the curriculum 
C. Provide productive time for academic and specialists to collaborate on both short 

and long range plans 
D. Establish methods of weekly communication across the disciplines and grades 
E. Group students so that they are not “cross-teamed” for specialists 
F. Share resources and ideas regularly, use your in-house experts 
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G. Share the work among your best students in groups where special education 
students are assigned tasks that they can complete. 

H. Teach the same concept two different ways, or, give students a choice of tasks to 
complete. 

 
VI. Finding the Resources, an Important Key…the Search is on!  

A. In the school setting 
1. The school librarian-“Long live the Queen!” 
2. Classroom collections 

B.  The Community 
1. Local library 
2. Bookstores 
3. Resource people  

C. Children’s literature, fiction 
D. Funding –“Show me the money” 
E. Developing “The Plan” 

1. Implementation plan 
2. Resources- needs assessment 
3. Instruction 

F. Staff Development 
G. Thinking outside of the box 
H. Role of the Principal – INVOLVED 
 

VII. Staff Development 
A. Establish a plan for year 
B. In-house vs. outside training 
C. Finding the time…during the school day, after school, other 
D. Core Knowledge Foundation Staff Development Programs 

1. Overview 
2. Getting Started 
3. Lesson Planning 
3. Unit Writing 
4. Implementation and Analysis 
5. Site Visits 

 
VIII. Handouts 

Appendices A-G 
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Appendix A—Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School 
Middle School Concept and Junior High Philosophy 

 Middle School 
Concept 

Junior High 
Philosophy 

   
Staffing Teams Departments 
Planning Time Daily Grade Level or 

Team Collaboration 
One Period, Not all 
teachers at that grade 
level or group 

Student Grouping Grouped by the team of 
teachers they see daily. 

Grouped according to 
subjects, ability, or 
other 

Academic Instructional 
Time 

Larger blocks of time. 
Teachers may change it 
weekly to fit their needs 

Usually divided into 
periods that have a 
specific time 
requirement everyday. 

Special Classes 
Art, P.E., Music, Band, 
Technology, Ind. Tech. 
Careers, Typing, etc… 

Entire team of students 
are at Specialists at 
same time each day 

Students may be mixed 
with students from 
other groups or 
homerooms, or grade 
levels. 

Instructional Focus Interdisciplinary, 
integration across 
curriculum. 
Having a general 
knowledge of the big 
picture for that grade 
level. 

Limited integration. 
Teacher may have 
several daily 
preparations. 
Teachers are often 
subject-matter 
specialists 

School wide Goals Emphasis on giving 
attention to addressing 
the many needs of 
adolescence and their 
stages of development 

More focus on subject- 
area content 

Structure More flexible in 
schedule and time 
restraints. There are few 
bells, students are with 
fewer teachers for 
longer time periods. 

Class schedules are 
relatively uniform. 
Bells signal class 
changes. Students see 
more teachers each day. 
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Appendix G- Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School 
Core Knowledge Resources 

 
6th Grade Science 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Science Interactions (Textbook)    Glencoe, 1995 
Destinations in Science, Energy and Motion  Addison Wesley, 1995 
Destinations in Science, Energy and Resources  Addison Wesley, 1995 
Human Biology and Health    Prentice Hall, 1993 
Exploring the Universe     Prentice Hall, 1997 
Cells, Building Blocks of Life    Prentice Hall, 1997 
Seeds of Change     Addison Wesley, 1992 
The Great Seed Mystery    N.K. Lawn and Garden, 1992 
How Leaves Change     Lemer Publications, 1986 
  
 

 
6th Grade Math 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Saxon 7 / 6 (Textbook)     Saxon, 1992 
 

 
 

6th Grade Language Arts 
 

Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Realms of Gold, Volume 1*    Core Knowledge Foundation, 2000 
The Iliad      Steck-Vaughn, 1991 
The Odyssey      Steck-Vaughn, 1991 
Julius Caesar      Steck-Vaughn, 1991 
 
*Contains all of the short stories and poems, essays, speeches, and autobiographical excerpts in 
the 6th grade Core Knowledge Sequence. It also includes additional classic works in each genre. 
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Appendix G Continued-Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School 
Core Knowledge Resources 

 
6th Grade Social Studies 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Food & Feasts in Ancient Rome    New Discovery Books, 1994 
The Greeks      Silver Burdette Press, 1989 
The Romans      Silver Burdette Press, 1989 
Survival in The Desert     Avon Books, 1993 
America’s Past & Promise (Textbook)   Houghton Mifflin, 1995 
America at Work-Industrial Revolution   Cobblestone, 1981 
American Immigrants Part II    Cobblestone, 1983 
The Harlem Renaissance    Cobblestone, 1991 
The Day the Woman Got the Vote   Scholastic, 1994 
Viva Mexico      Steck-Vaughn, 1993 
Teddy Roosevelt     Cobblestone, 1986 
Story of Henry Ford, The Auto    Children’s Press, 1990 
The Punic Wars     Lucent books, 1996 
The Italian Americans     Chelsea House, 1996 
The Japanese Americans    Chelsea House, 1996 
The Jewish Americans     Chelsea House, 1996 
The Polish Americans     Chelsea House, 1996 
The Irish Americans     Chelsea House, 1996 
The Mexican Americans    Chelsea House, 1996  
The German Americans     Chelsea House, 1996 
New Kids in Town     Scholastic, 1989 
Teddy Roosevelt     Troll, 1986 
Famous Dates      Cobblestone, 1985 
In The Year of The Boar & Jackie Robinson  Harper Trophy, 1984 
Ancient Greece      Kids Discover, 1997  
Explorers      Kids Discover, 1997 
Roman Empire      Kids Discover, 1997 
Athens & Sparta     Cobblestone, 1989 
Growing Up in Ancient Greece    Troll, 1994 
Growing Up in Ancient Rome    Troll, 1994 
Welcome to America (American Herald)  Steck-Vaughn, 1989 
Across the Centuries (Textbook)   Houghton Mifflin, 1994 
The Lowell Mill Girls     Discovery Enterprises, 1991   
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Appendix G Continued Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School  
Core Knowledge Resources 

 
7th Grade Science 

 

Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Principles of Science    Merril, 1986 
Matter: Building blocks of the Universe  Prentice Hall, 1997 
Chemistry of Matter    Prentice Hall, 1997 
Human Biology And Health   Prentice Hall, 1997 
Parade of Life       Prentice Hall, 1997 
DNA Is Here To Stay    Carolrhoda Book, Inc. 1993 
Heredity: The Code of Life   Prentice Hall, 1997 
Exploring Earth’s Weather   Prentice Hall, 1997 
Weather     Kids Discover, 1994 
Tornadoes     Kids Discover, 1994 
Weather and Climate    Usborne, 1992 
 

Teacher Resources and Activity Books: 
 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Solids, Liquids, and Gases   Milliken, 1994 
Jr. Boom Academy    Wild Goose, 1992 
Desk Top Science    Wild Goose, 1994 
Physical Science Activities 2-8   Parker Publishing, 1986 
3-2-1 Contact Video Series   Child Television W-S, 1991 
Cow Eyes, Beef Hearts, and Worms  Wild Goose, 1992 
Vertebrate Phylogeny    Milliken 
Heredity and Embryology: A Study  
 Of Genetics    Good Apple, 1980 
Waters of the Earth    Milliken 
Mammals     Mark Twain, 1993 
Physical Science    Frank Schaffer, 1994 
Easy Chemistry     Teacher Created Materials, 1994 
Focus on Scientists    Teacher Created Materials, 1994 
Physical Science    Good Apple, 1993 
Biological Science    Frank Schaffer, 1994 
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Appendix G Continued-Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School 
 Core Knowledge Resources 

 
7th Grade Math 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Mathematics, Application and Connection,   Glencoe, 1995 
 Course 2   
Saxon 8 / 7      Saxon, 1997 
Saxon 7 / 6      Saxon, 1997 
Real Life Math      Schaeffer, 1993 
Math Games and Activities    Schaeffer, 1993 
 

7th Grade Language Arts 
 
 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Realms of Gold, Volume 2*    Core Knowledge Foundation, 2000 
English Level 7      McGraw Hill, 1989 
The Call of The Wild     The Perfection Form Co., 1979 
Dr. Jeckyl & Mr. Hyde     Random House, 1994 
 
*Contains all of the short stories and poems, essays, speeches, and autobiographical excerpts in 
the 7th grade Core Knowledge Sequence. It also includes additional classic works in each genre. 
 

7th Grade Social Studies 
 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
From Colonies To Country    Oxford University Press, 1995 
War, Peace, and All That Jazz    Oxford University Press, 1995 
An Age of Extremes     Oxford University Press, 1995 
Don’t Know Much About History   The Hearst Corporation, 1990 
The Timetables of History    Simon & Shuster, 3rd Edition 
The Russian Revolution     Lucent Books, 1994 
The Invasion of Normandy    Lucent Books, 1996 
World War II- The Pacific Theatre   Discovery Enterprises, LTD 
The Great Depression     Children’s Press 
The American Nation (Textbook)   Prentice Hall, 1989 
The Last Tsar      Double Day, 1993 
Japan Emerges      Double Day, 1993 
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Appendix G Continued-Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School  
Core Knowledge Resources 

 
8th Grade Science 

  

Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Sound and Light     Prentice Hall, 1994 
Electricity and Magnetism    Prentice Hall, 1997 
Achieving Competence in Science   Amsco School Publications, 1993 
Environmental Science Ecosystems   Globe-Fearon , 1995 
How Plants Live and Grow    Modern Curriculum Press, 1993 
Thomas Edison: The Great American Inventor  Eisen, Durwood & Co., 1987 
Earth Science for Every Kid    John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 1991 
Earthquakes & Volcanoes: Destructive Forces 
 Of Nature     Mark Twain Media, 1994 
Mountains of Fire: The Nature of Volcanoes  Press Syndicate, 1992 
Earthquakes      John Wiley and Sons, Inc. 1993 
The Changing Earth     Milliken Publishing  
Planet Earth      Usborne Publishing, 1991 
How Come?       Workman Publishing, 1993 
700 Science Experiments for Everyone   Doubleday, 1962 
TOPS Learning Systems: Sound    TOPS Learning Systems, 1990 
Light And Sound     Creative Teaching Press, 1996 
TOPS Learning Systems: Light    TOPS Learning Systems, 1991 
Eyewitness Science: Light    Dorling Kindersley, Inc. 1992 
Science Workshop: Light, Color, and Lenses  Shooting Star Press, 1995 
Electricity and Magnetism    Usborne Publishing, 1993 
Eyewitness Science: Electronics    Dorling Kindersley, Inc. 1993 
TOPS Learning Systems: Electricity   TOPS Learning Systems, 1990 
Science Workshop: Magnetism    Shooting Star Press, 1993 
TOPS Learning Systems: Magnetism   TOPS Learning Systems, 1991 
Science Workshop: Electricity    Shooting Star Press, 1993 
 

8th Grade Math 
 

Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Making the Grade (Workbook)    Curriculum Associates, Inc., 1994 
Mathematics Connections    Glencoe, 1996 
Pre-Algebra      Merrill, 1992 
Saxon Algebra ½     Saxon, 1998 
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Appendix G Continued-Moving on Up! Implementing C.K. in the Middle School  
Core Knowledge Resources 

 
8th Grade Language Arts 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
Realms of Gold, Volume 3*    Core Knowledge Foundation, 2000 
Animal Farm      Penguin Books, 1996 
The Good Earth 
 
*Contains all of the short stories and poems, essays, speeches, and autobiographical excerpts in 
the 8th grade Core Knowledge Sequence. It also includes additional classic works in each genre. 

 
8th Grade Social Studies 

 
Name of Book     Publisher, Copyright 
 
All The People      Oxford University Press, 1995 
Walking for Freedom    Steck-Vaughn, 1993 
Days of Courage    Steck-Vaughn, 1993 
Freedom Fighters-Malcom X   Globe-Fearon, 1994 
Four Against The Odds    Scholastic, 1992 
I Have A Dream    Scholastic, 1986 
Timelines-1960’s    Macmillan, 1989 
A Wall of Names    Random House, 1991 
The Persian Gulf War    Lucent books, Inc., 1991 
Who Shot the President?   Random House, 1988 
The Assassination of John F. Kennedy  Children’s Press, 1992 
Photos That Made U.S. History   Walker and Company, 1993 
Decisions and The African-American  
 Experience    Mark Twain, 1993 
Marching Toward Freedom    Chelsea House, 1994 
Teaching With Documents   Library of Congress, 1989 
Encyclopedia of The Presidents   Scholastic, 1994 
United states in the Twentieth Century  Scholastic, 1995 
The Presidency     Salamander Books, 1996 
The Vietnam War    Lucent books, Inc., 1991 
Dictionary of Cultural Literacy   Houghton Mifflin, 1993 
One Nation Many People    Globe-Fearon, 1995 
Issues in U.S. History    Globe-Fearon, 1996 
Adventures From 1930’s-1960’s   J. Weston Walch, 1991 
The Sixties     Michael Friedman Publishing Group, 1992 
The Korean War    Lucent Books, 1991 
The Civil Rights Movement   Globe-Fearon, 1997 
African-Americans in U.S. History  Fearon/Janus, 1990 
United States History    Globe-Fearon, 1986 
The Vietnam War    Globe-Fearon, 1997 


